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Nuclear Weapons 

The Nuclear Information Project provides the public with reliable information about the status and trends of the 

nuclear weapons arsenals of the world’s nuclear-armed countries. 

The project, which according to the Washington Post is “one of the most widely sourced agencies for nuclear 

warhead counts,” uses open sources such as official documents, testimonies, previously undisclosed information 

obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, as well as independent analysis of commercial satellite imagery 

as the basis for developing the best available unclassified estimates of the status and trends of nuclear weapons 

worldwide. 

The project also conducts analysis of the role of nuclear weapons and provides recommendations for responsibly 

reducing the numbers and role of nuclear weapons. 

The research is mainly published on the FAS Strategic Security Blog, in the Nuclear Notebook in the Bulletin of the 

Atomic Scientists, the World Nuclear Forces overview in the SIPRI Yearbook, as well as in magazines. As a 

primary source for reliable information on nuclear weapons, the project is a frequent advisor to governments, 

parliamentarians, the news media, institutes, and non-governmental organizations. 

The Nuclear Information Project is directed by Hans M. Kristensen and is currently supported by the Ploughshares 

Fund and New-Land Foundation. 
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Recent Activity 
Why NATO Should Eliminate Its Tactical Nukes, Despite Russian Belligerence 
By FAS 

In a new op-ed published in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Director of the Nuclear Information Project, Hans 

Kristensen and Adam Mount, Stanton Nuclear Security Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, write that with 

the upcoming NATO summit in Wales, it is time to revisit the question of what to do with U.S. tactical nukes in 

Europe. 

READ MORE 

Nuclear Weapons Modernization: A Threat to the NPT? 
By FAS 

In an article published in Arms Control Today, Hans Kristensen, Director of the Nuclear Information Project, 

examines the modernization programs underway in the nine nuclear countries, and finds that none of the countries 

appear to be planning to eliminate its nuclear weapons program; instead they are committing billions of dollars to 

modernize their nuclear forces. 

READ MORE 

Trimming Nuclear Excess 
By FAS 

The United States and Russia have significantly reduced their nuclear arsenals since the end of the Cold War. Russia 

and the United States currently hold more than 90 percent of the world’s total inventory of nuclear warheads. What 

can nuclear weapons states do to keep reducing their nuclear weapons stockpiles? 

READ MORE 

Recommendations to Prevent Catastrophic Threat 
By FAS 

What are the major national security threats facing the United States, and what can the next president do to prepare 

for a potential disaster? Three days after the 2012 national election, FAS hosted a symposium featuring policy 

experts who provided recommendations (in memo form) to the Obama administration on how to best respond to 

catastrophic threats to national security. 

READ MORE 

Non-Strategic Nuclear Weapons 
By FAS 

NATO’s Deterrence and Defense Posture Review (DDPR) will determine the number and role of the U.S. non-

strategic nuclear weapons deployed in Europe and how NATO might work to reduce its nuclear posture as well as 

Russia’s inventory of such weapons in the future. 

READ MORE 
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